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On the End for a Christian
by Alexandre Duiven

The apocalyptic timbre of the COVID-19 has whipped up

The shattering of the Christian civilizational

an animated spirit of feverish survival, the tremor of

framework of Europe and the inception of

mortality introduced by a pathogenic enemy, buttressed

postmodernity have created a situation where the

by an unprecedented campaign of global media saturation,

remaining Christians almost totally reject the vision

has caused various levels of panic and introspection
throughout the world. But while for many in the world,
death is the end, for Christians, the true End is the
Resurrection.
The message of the Gospel is precisely in the
Resurrection of Christ, that by his acceptance of death, he
made a way through death and subdued it. His triumphant
Resurrection is the culmination of the salvific mystery, it
is the archetype and the form of the Christian in the age
to come. For our Lord tells us clearly to follow his way
through the cross (Matt 16:24-25), and with Christ, the
cross passes through death and into life. The symbology of
the sacrament of baptism is a manifestation of the same
reality. One dies with Christ, entering into his death in his
soul, and is resurrected into spiritual purity, in order that
on the last day his resurrected body may be united in a
state of harmonious sympathy (Rom 6:3-4).
The inertia of our religious culture conditions us to
view salvation as consisting in the soul’s ascent to heaven

of salvation of their ancestors in faith. That the End
would be a true physical end to history and the
universe at large is simply not compatible with any
of the presuppositions of naturalistic modernity,
which sees the unfolding of history as an essentially
boundless aeonic process.
That Christianity has an End, (in Greek, telos) is
precisely what gives them any existential or
metaphysical anchoring, and is one of the
characteristic features which sets it apart from the
worldview of paganism, which sees the unfolding of
the cosmos as a process of eternal return, a limitless
process of cyclical history bound to return along the
great wheel of time. This view, of eternal procession
and endless progress, whether it is of purely
naturalistic modern thinking, or of the more
metaphysically colourful but equally vapid pagan
image, creates a state of historical nihilism. The

upon death, a pie in the sky gratuitously offered to the

unfolding of history and of a man’s own life as an

believing Christian. The notion that salvation in its final

organic component of that reality becomes an

outworking consists in a literal end to history, global

endless blur of continual cycles, or continual upward

conflagration followed by a true cosmic renewal, a

ascent without end, towards nothing.

resurrection and refurbishment of all the created reality

For the Christian, this nothing is precisely death.

in the returned Christ, is is a very fanciful and

Death being a product of corruption, which is itself

inconvenient narrative to take seriously in an age of

the privation of substance, escape from the nihil is

modern pragmatism. The early Christians, who were so

the message of the Gospel. And through initiation

forcefully seized by the immanent reality of this message,

into Christ through baptism, the Christian is already

practiced their faith with a holistic radicality that shames

anticipating the second coming of Our Lord. His own

even contemporary monastics by their level of zeal.

spiritual resurrection is only possible because of

But herein lies the problem. This belief in the physical
resurrection, and more generally the Eschaton, the final
end of all things, and its immanent realization is difficult
to sustain for two-thousand years with the urgency and
seriousness of its first recipients. It was always tacitly
understood and proclaimed by the partisans of Christian
orthodoxy, by daily life has an inexorable draw of its own.

Christ’s physical Resurrection. The Christian is
baptized precisely into this, into Christ himself, for
his own archetype is our own salvation. He is the
true end, and baptism spiritually manifests what will
be physically, that Christ awaits us beyond death in
flesh and spirit, and so shall we be united to him at
the end of the age.
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Endings

/ Beginnings

A message from CPC's

An interview with

2019/2020 president

CPC's 2020/2021

Anabella Nootebos,

president Anya Palm:

delivered at the Family
Meeting, March 12th:

Why did you choose to
attend CPC?

Education was not meant
to be simply career-

I'd heard of CPC (or, as

oriented. It was meant to

it was known at the time,

form us as a person— this

Redeemer Pacific College)

was why the Liberal

from a couple of alumni

Arts program was originally

friends almost a decade ago. I hadn't thought about

created: to make of us wellrounded individuals who have a good grasp of our faith

what I wanted to look for in post-secondary education

and its application in the world. Obviously your career

yet, so the name didn't stick beyond "connected to

is important— work is holy and it provides a way for us

TWU." After briefly pursuing baking as an industry, in

to take care of our families and to participate in God’s

January 2017 I was looking for a new career. I was

work. But that work is only effective insofar as it

visiting family in Surrey (I lived in Edmonton) and was

builds this community of God.

shown around the college by my godmother, who was

So I asked a few people to send me CPC stories,

the accountant at the time. God brought CPC to my

which should hopefully reinforce what I am trying to

attention many times in the few short days I was there,

say, and I’ll just let these two very different

and the Liberal Arts program in Walnut Grove seemed to

stories/testimonies speak for themselves.

fit perfectly with what I was looking for. When the
program was cancelled shortly after, I was already in

“One time I was studying in the CPC library with

love with the community at the Catholic college. The

Renzo and some other people, but Royston and Dom

next step to transfer to the TWU campus was a

kept forcing Renzo to play smash with them.

comparatively easy one, compared to moving provinces!

Apparently he had a big assignment due soon, so he
kept returning to study after finishing a round, but

What are your hopes for the community in the coming

Royston and Dom kept dragging him back in to play

year?

smash. Finally, Renzo ran back to the library after a
round and locked the doors. A few moments later, we

This year I hope the community will grow closer

heard Royston and Dom try to turn the doorknob in

together and closer to God. That sounds relatively

vain, and we chuckled to one another over Renzo's

simple when put like that, but I think in practice it will

victory (... or so we thought). About a minute later, we

require a lot of dedication on all of our parts. School is

hear a loud buzzing noise outside the door. It's an

an incredibly busy time, and I don't want to add strain

electric screwdriver. Royston and Dom began

to that, but I'm hoping that we will learn to rely on each

UNSCREWING THE DOOR KNOB so they could break

other when we need to, and give generously when

into the library and force Renzo to play another round

others need us to. I picture something like a family

of smash. To this day it's one of the most hilarious

whose members all have their own stuff to do and their

memories I have of my time at CPC.” -Michael Roy

own lives, but regularly sit down together as a family to
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be with each other and with God. This vision has

a natural introvert and borderline recluse, this is

already begun, but I think that it could grow deeper,

something that has been slowly working its way from

especially as new students come in and the

my head to my heart. During my short time at CPC in

community expands.Which events/traditions would

the Liberal Arts Program I was blessed with very
specific people in my classes (hand-picked by God, I’d
reckon). It would have been very easy to simply go to
class, take in what was necessary, and return home
without any sort of connection. To make the situation
worse, in my mind, was that my time in Langley was
only temporary, and I would have to return to
Saskatchewan when the program was done… was it
worth investing in these people I’d just have to say
goodbye to? My answer to this question now would be
an emphatic “yes!” So worth it. Because we’re not meant
to journey alone, and these friendships helped me
through the challenging year of school and living in an
unfamiliar place. In them I encountered the Lord, and
fell deeper in love with Him and the Catholic faith. To
this day, my CPC classmates remain some of my dearest
friends, as we continue to encourage each other
through thick and thin (long distance, to boot!).

you like to continue/bring back/introduce?I think
there are many important traditions and events that
take place every year. The fall retreat, Thanksgiving
and Christmas dinners, “Holy Hour to Happy Hour,”
“Bowling with the Profs,” games nights, etc. All of
these events nurture our community by starting new
friendships and strengthening existing ones. And
always at the center of each is God. I can't say I have
the entire year mapped out yet, but I am hoping to
add a few more Study Nights and maybe something
around Easter, if interest and exam prep allows. I
would also like to examine if there is a way that we
can give back to our external communities; maybe
volunteer nights?
What do you think our community needs in terms of
spiritual formation and day-to-day community life?
In terms of day-to-day life and spiritual

Community is worth investing in. Looking around a

formation, I think that the college has seemed rather

room of (sometimes very unlikely) friends, who know

empty as of late (pre-quarantine, even). When I first

and love you and want to grow with you, is worth every

began to attend the college, it seemed to always be

bit of time and effort it takes to invest in getting to

buzzing and full. Many students may have graduated,

know them — and this is coming from the most

but we want to keep growing our humble family, so

naturally reserved individual of the century. People are

we need students! I hope that people tell their family,

so interesting. It’s a gift to get to know them, and CPC

friends and neighbour's dog's sitter's aunt's

is the best and most wholesome place to do so. Don’t be

neighbour about CPC because it is such a wonderful

afraid to encounter the beautiful people around you.”
-Anonymous
Imagine if we approached our community, and
reached out to others with the same kind of passion,
like Dom and Royston trying to reach Renzo (obviously
not to the extreme of dismantling door knobs with
electric screwdrivers…). To not be satisfied with
mediocrity in our relationships— to be present to
others for the betterment of our CPC family.As you
probably know, this is a crucial time in your life for
developing good relationships. Your presence and
engagement here is extremely important to this family.
I daresay in your careers, you most likely will not be
surrounded by Catholics as you are here at CPC. This is
a unique and incredibly invaluable experience which we
should be taking advantage of. This is a community

place. Students have busy schedules; with readings
and papers and exams and involvement in other
communities, it is easy as a student to be in constant
go-mode. But CPC is like our own collegium: you can
study here, you can rest here, you can catch up and
commiserate with fellow students here, you can nap
here (I can personally vouch for the couches), and
most importantly you can attend Mass here! Making
Mass a priority for even one weekday is extremely
beneficial! First, it feeds your relationship with God.
Second, it's a breather from your classes and
assignments, and you can lay both of those things at
our Lord's feet and ask for help. Third, it helps to
cultivate self-discipline for the rest of your study
habits because you are organising what must be done
when so that you can come to Mass.
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worth investing in.So what does building our community
and being present look like? Well I am so glad you asked
—this is here is a somewhat random compilation of
examples which have worked well in the past, some
housekeeping points, and ways you can serve:

How can CPC students be of help to you
this coming year?
Fellow students, I humbly ask for your help
this year by: attending things. We need

Bake cookies. Or just bake in our kitchen, period.

volunteers at Mass to cant, serve, read, and to

Every so often, one could smell the wonderful aroma

set up and take down. If we make Mass our

of freshly-baked cookies wafting from CPC, and it

priority - if we make our Lord a priority -

would sometimes gather a crowd. So yes, I am

everything else will fall into place. None of

suggesting baking cookies as a community building

these things take a lot of time. Hopefully we

exercise (Dr K. would definitely appreciate it…).

will all be attending Mass anyway, and all of

Visit our Chapel— it’s always open as long as the

these take place within the Mass timeframe

building is open.

(and if you have commitments it just makes it

Sit in the lounge and sip some tea. Yes, CPC is open

easier for you to come). Set up and take down

for your use outside of Mass and Wednesday social
times. You never know what kind of conversations
you’ll find yourself in when you take some time to be
present there.
Gather a group of people and study outside on the
lawn now that the weather is improving. We have a TV
and gaming system downstairs in the lounge for a
reason. Jam sessions on our battery-operated
keyboard, and our perpetually out-of-tune guitar and
ukulele.
Mass is the center of our community life. We need to
train cantors. I know you can sing! We need men who
are willing to serve. We need people to read for Mass.
We need more people to learn how to set up and take
down Mass.
If there is interest, we could start a CPC choir for
Mass and other special events.
Contributors to the newspaper as either writers or
editors.
Help maintain our building and keep it clean for
everyone— put away dishes, sweep, tidy where
needed.
Start a CPC women’s group. Please contribute to polls
and other posts asking for your input. We don’t want
to host events no one will want to attend!
Send in your own stories about your experience at
CPC to myself or Scott.
And of course, we need people who care about this
community to serve on the Student Association as
President, Communications Coordinator, and Events
Coordinator next year!
As we work hard in pursuing our careers, let’s not forget
why we’re here, and spend a moment in the Chapel,
strum a cheap ukulele, and please… bake some cookies.

involves perhaps an extra five minutes. As well
as this, the events put on every year are for
you guys; they do no one any good if no one
shows up, and do everyone worlds of good if
you do! It is both important to study and to
take time to relax. A balance of both helps
form you as a person and makes you happier
and healthier. As a result, the community is
happier and healthier.
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I have since been forced to realize that the
inevitable result of many sudden endings is the
strong onset of negative emotions, the most
prominent of which are grief and sorrow. Regardless

In the past few months, the worldwide COVID-19
pandemic has brought an abrupt and unexpected ending
to many good and beautiful things: employment and
financial security, physical safety, social gatherings,
public worship, freedom to leave our homes at will, the
joyous occasions of graduation ceremonies and wedding
celebrations, the lively discussions of in person classes
and hangout nights, the ability to plan holidays and
visits with family and friends, and (in many sorrowful
situations) life itself. My personal experience with

of how insignificant I believe my endings and losses
to be when compared to the suffering of others, the
reality and weight of these emotions does not
change. This has been hard for me to accept. I
generally prefer to choose ignorance and distraction
(usually in the form of mindless social media use
combined with project-oriented productivity) over
acknowledging and leaning into the pain of grief.
However, in this forced slower pace of life, I have
sensed God speaking to my heart the importance of

endings in the past few weeks has included many of

taking time to grieve my endings and losses – and to

these losses. Cancelled concerts and travel plans, loss

invite him into that grief.

of income, encounters with friends postponed

There is a beautiful gift we have as Christians that

indefinitely, the inability to attend Mass or receive the

becomes especially relevant in the midst of sorrow

Sacraments – these were a few of the endings that hit

and grief. That gift is the Incarnation. I spent much

me harshly over the past few weeks. The most

time reflecting on this mystery during Holy Week,

devastating loss I experienced came in the form of the

marveling over the implications of knowing that God

death of a friend. On Tuesday, April 21 I learned that

chose to tangibly experience the weight of pain,

Thizbe Balzar, a radiant and joy-filled soul I had known

grief, and sorrow that also afflicts my broken

and sung in choir with as a student (her brother Emmett

humanity.

is also a good friend of mine) passed away suddenly
from an undiagnosed heart condition. This ending was
by far the most shocking and painful to endure.

There are several gospel passages that give us a
glimpse into the grief and sorrow that Jesus
experienced when he encountered the reality of
death and loss. I would like to share some of them
with you in the hopes that praying with and
reflecting upon these Scriptures can provide an
opportunity for you to invite Christ into your grief
and sorrow in the face of any endings you may be
struggling to come to terms with. They have been a
great source of blessing for me in these uncertain
and lonely times:
1. The Death of Lazarus – John 11: 32-36
2. Jesus weeps for Jerusalem – Luke 19: 41-44
3. Jesus testifies to Judas’ coming betrayal – John 13:
21-30
4. Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane –
Matthew 26: 36-46 and Luke 22: 39-46
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one planet felt threatened by another, it used
advanced weaponry to blast its enemy into the
ninth dimension, then the eighth dimension and
so on. Pretty much, the trilogy concludes with our
universe collapsing into two dimensions some

Cixin Liu’s The Remembrance of Earth’s
Past trilogy is made up of some of the bestselling books in Chinese history, the hard sci-

infinite amount of time into the future. Bleak,
very bleak.
I’ll contrast Death’s End with a decidedly less

fi series becoming something of a

ambitious novel: Walter M. Miller Jr’s seminal

phenomenon in North America too. To

work, A Canticle for Liebowitz. The novel takes

summarize ~1,400 pages
of reading, the series
chronicles the

place in a post-apocalyptic Utah, where
monasteries preserve the world’s
knowledge while most of the human

looming invasion

population turns to tribalism and anti-

of an alien race,

intellectualism. You know, not unlike

the
Trisolarans,
as they leave
their

the Dark Ages.
Throughout the novels
three vignettes, the world
slowly recovers from nuclear
apocalypse until it

uninhabitable

returns to where it

home planet

once was: in

for Earth.

possession of

(Here’s where

nuclear

I’ll note that

weapons and

there are some

in the midst

pretty major spoilers

of a tense

coming up.) The series

stand-off

takes a pretty big pivot in

between two

its subject matter in the third
and final novel, Death’s End, where it pulls

superpowers.

back the camera to reveal that the ongoing

The Church – and
the titular

war between Earth and Trisolaris is but a

Leibowitzan Order, in

footnote in the universe: there’s far more
powerful entities out there who would not

particular – is still dedicated in its

hesitate in wiping Earth clean from the third

mission to preserve the knowledge granted

dimension. Death’s End is a strange turn for

to the human race. The final vignette

the trilogy: it’s like if there was a sequel to

concludes with the Leibowitzan Order

Where the Red Fern Grows that chronicles a

launching into space as the world once

community coming together to eradicate

again succumbs to nuclear destruction.

mountain lions from their corner of the Ozark
Mountains.
But while Death’s End isn’t an effective
conclusion to the trilogy – in some ways, it
kind of fails to follow through with a coherent

“The visage of Lucifer mushroomed into
hideousness above the cloudbank,” Miller
writes, “rising slowly like some titan
climbing again.”
As mankind once again unleashes its

narrative of its own – it does offer a

hideous strength upon itself, a monk looks

fascinating, yet bizarre, conclusion for our

back and mutters, “sic transit mundus.”

universe. Cixin posits that our universe once

Thus passes the world.Despite the grim

started out as existing in 10 dimensions. When

endings of both narratives, their pervading
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messages stand leagues apart. The Remembrance of
Earth’s Past is packed with scientific theory,
depending on physics more than characters to push
its plot forward. Its human characters do little more
than stand by helplessly as their known world turns
into a pancake. Any pursuits to further humanity’s
knowledge only confirm that natural laws are the
ruling force of our universe, and these natural laws
offer only destruction.
But as possibility flattens in Death’s End, it
flourishes in A Canticle for Liebowitz. Whereas Cixin
diminishes humans to little more than automatons
tied to the fate of the known universe’s only logical
end, there is something that smacks of eternity in
Miller’s novel. In Canticle, truth eternal is upheld,
even as the world succumbs to the temptation of
illusory power. Some things aren’t tied to life on this
planet.
These two takes on eschaton remind me of the
Kierkegaard essay, “Of the Difference between a
Genius and an Apostle.” The Dane writes,
“Genius may, therefore, have something new to
bring forth, but what it brings forth disappears
again as it becomes assimilated by the human race,
just as the difference ‘genius’ disappears as soon as
one thinks of eternity… all thought breathes in
immanence. Whereas faith and the paradox are a
qualitative sphere unto themselves.”
In the case of this essay, “genius” is a stand in for
development in human thought, something which is
represented in Cixin’s vision of the universe’s last
days. In acknowledging nothing but natural law,
Death’s End is a cry into the abyss, a call into a
canyon that never receives its echoed response.
What A Canticle offers is the promise that lies in the
paradox of Christ. To be all human and all God
means that when the physical world falters, the
spiritual remains. As dour as Miller’s novel is, it still
offers far more hope than your typical postapocalyptic novel. I think it is meant as a comfort
that the codename for the Church’s escape plan in
the case of another nuclear apocalypse is Quo
Peregrinatur Grex Pastor Secum: “Whither Wanders
the Flock, the Shepherd is with Them.” Another
chapter awaits us.
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Setting our clocks to

Eschaton Time
by Kirsten McAllister
Graham Green’s novella The Tenth Man begins

approach to conceptualizing all of the moments

with two men in a concentration camp, the mayor

between sunrise and sunset, it now did not matter

of Bourge and an engine driver named Pierre who

what thing you have created so much as how long

pass their empty days in an irresolvable squabble

you took to create it. By this advancement, the

regarding a question that one would think

value of time can now become the power to govern

arbitrary to a couple of prisoners: “what time is

what one will do next. What this allows and

it?”

encourages time-tellers to do is to use time as a

On the contrary, as they go about their work
with death looming over their heads, this debate
about who has the correct time becomes a matter

method for planning out the next moment...rather
than being in this one.
In our day, this way of perceiving time has been

of utmost importance for both men, since watches

amplified by our hyper-technological world in

are scarce amongst the prisoners. With a cordiality

which everything that happens next is measured,

that conceals each of their pride, they ask each

predicted and controlled. All of our devices are

other multiple times a day for the time, always

bursting with alarms, reminders, invitations and

correcting their opponent with the measurements

notifications that tear us out of the horrifying

of their own devices in which their confidence is

present where, unless we do something, anything

unwavering. One day the mayor forgets to wind his

could happen. A postmodern response to this

pocket watch. The reader realizes the extent of

dilemma might be to realize that the future as

this devastation for the mayor when he responds

progression towards some fixed future point

to his predicament with pathetic guesses, lies and

doesn’t exist. But for the Christian, this tendency

accusations towards his competitor rather than

to look forwards is not just the accidental

admitting that he no longer is the master of his

byproduct of western progress and productivity.

own time.
While the measurement of time is nothing new,

“How long oh Lord,” exclaims the Psalmist (Ps
13) who longs for time to pass so God can right all

the invention of accurate clocks were pivotal for

wrongs. As Christians, the movements of history

ushering in our modern era. Many argue that

are all directed towards the ending, or “Eschaton,”

without the invention of the pendulum clock in

where God will eradicate evil, bring justice and

1656, the industrial revolution would not have

renew all things:

been possible. This incredibly accurate way of

“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he

telling time drastically reduced the risks of travel

will live with them, and He will live with them and

and trade, especially at sea, and transformed the

be their God. He will wipe every tear from their

nature of work from the amount of goods being

eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or

created in a day to the number of hours being

crying or pain, for the old order of things has

worked (ie. a 9-5 day at the factory). With this new

passed away” (Rev 21:3-4).
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In a world that has always had a tiresome and evil

are set to keep us in power and control, it is our

underbelly, this vision is so beautiful that it is hard

temptation to also try to control the timeline of Christ’s

to wait for. Despite Jesus’ teaching that nobody can

return, and thus, destroy the very nature of this time

know the hour of His return “except for the Father”

that has been shrouded in mystery for us. Rather,

(Matt 24), believer after believer has still attempted

Christ asks to abide in the Kingdom of God that is both

to decode the prophecies of Revelation and the

“now but not yet.” To wait for Him in Eschaton Time.

timeline of God. Out of these well-meaning

“Are we in the end times?”, asks many coronavirus

followers, some of them have been saints while

prophets, Church reformers, medieval mystics, Church

others, a bit nuts (and perhaps some are both): St.

Fathers, disciples of Christ, ancient pagans, and all the

Irenaeus (130-200 AD) predicted that the world

others who throughout history have been longing for a

would end in the year 1000 AD. St Martin of Tours

saviour. This is a good question that we seem to be

(316-397) wrote that “there is no doubt that The

hard-wired to ask, but how should we respond when we

Antichrist has already been born. Firmly established,

are prohibited from getting an answer?

already in his early years, he will, after reaching

The Church reminds us that we are always living in

maturity, achieve supreme power.” Martin Luther

the end times. The Ascension of Christ into heaven

believed that things would hit the fan no later than

inaugurated a time of human history where every

1600, and in our lifetime we hear

person comes into the world “already at the last hour”

about complex and absurd predictions such as
Donna Danna Clay Cantrell’s belief that the rapture

(CCC 670).
Today there is more of a temptation than ever to

was going to happen in Oct 2004 based on his special

scour our calendars, compare the death rates

esoteric calculations of the dimensions of the escape

of previous plagues and to interpret the signs of the

window of Noah’s Ark and the position of the sun.

times. But it seems as if Christ preferred that we pass

This proclivity towards doomsday is shared also by

our days disrupted by the mystery that God Himself

adherents of Islam, Judaism and many pre-existing

could arrive at any moment.

pagan societies, although without the radiant hope

While the present is the only place that God meets

that we hold who wait on our beloved bridegroom.

us, the future draws us more closely to the fullness of

One Assyrian clay tablet from 2800 BC reads “our

His Kingdom. Time is only meaningful if we remember

earth is degenerate in these latter days. There are

the potential of Christ to be in it; that He is coming -

signs that the world is speedily coming to an end.

and could already be here.

Bribery and corruption are common.”
It seems that we are not very good at this whole

While most of our lives are spent flying from
moment to moment, these days some of us have the

“waiting and not knowing” thing. Just like the mayor

opportunity to slow down and resist the

when his watch stops, we can sometimes feel like we

commodification of time that rules our culture. Perhaps

are in an unbearable and timeless prison where our

as our clocks are turned off for us we can rediscover

final judgement is ever-approaching but always

the meaning of time.

unknown. In a world where all of our other clocks

11
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Trying to figure out what the hell is going on:
A book review of Father Elijah
by Sean Malcewski
Father Elijah is a novel about the titular Father

the Church, O’Brien brings to light the discussion

Elijah, a Carmelite monk who is called to convert

on what the Antichrist will be when he comes. If

the heart of the world leader that the Pope thinks

you're looking for a very gripping commentary on

is the Antichrist. It was written in 1997 by the

St. John’s Apocalypse, this book is for you.

Canadian author Micheal D, O’Brien, who is the

Both white and red martyrdom colour this novel,

current artist in residence at Our Lady Seat of

reminding us of situations in our own world. The

Wisdom College in Ontario.

main question that Father Elijah

Although it was written 20 years

meditates on is “what does one do

ago about the dystopian future,

in times of crisis?” The answers

the world of Father Elijah is like

relayed in the book are comforting

glimpsing ten minutes ahead of

to anyone whose mind is busy by

our own present. The whole

disposition, since O’Brien is always

atmosphere of the novel is like

drawing his reader into the silent

a combination of a John Le

and powerful presence of our Lord.

Carré espionage novel in its

The presence of God is the loudest

intensity, with the tone of St.

thing about this action packed

John of the Cross.
The story operates in a world
where anything but religious

novel. The only time that God’s
presence isn’t as palpable as the
scent of fall flowers is when the

syncretism is defined as

protagonist slips into despair. At

“theological imperialism” and

no point did I bring this work of

condemned outside of, and often

theological fiction into a church

inside, the Church. All that is
given to serious error is dialogue.
Giving into one’s passions is
considered opening up one’s

during Adoration, but I can’t say I
would judge anyone who did.
The biggest insight of the novel
is that the world has many ways to

spiritual life, the priesthood and the papacy are

distract us from the Truth. Whether this is through

constantly under slander, those who give in to the

sex, drugs, entertainment or fear, these are the

whims of prosecutors and martyr-makers are

ways that the enemy keeps us too preoccupied to

called “peacemakers,” and the entire media is

enter into the pregnant pauses of God’s presence.

united against tradition. Orthodoxy is nearly

It isn’t surprising that O’Brien relates having the

verboten.

whole idea for the novel come to him while praying

However, the novel is surprisingly meditative

during Adoration. He then went on to write the

for a book with such a fast paced and gripping

whole thing in a matter of weeks. It is a

plot. The warfare that is alive on every page is not

combination of the space in Father Elijah given for

a battle that we know from a Micheal Bay movie.

contemplation, balanced by a fever pitch of

War is quiet in Father Elijah. Prayer is revealed as

awesome inspiration, that gives the novel it’s

the most serious weapon, although not the only

resonance and readability.

one. Drawing mostly from scripture and Doctors of
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The Holy Fool
Faxes from the bunker:
your guide to the end
times
by Julian De Groot
ONE: The first step to living in isolation while the
world around us collapses is to take a deep breath.
You made it…probably.
TWO: As the reality of the changes going on around us
take hold many responses will set in. Most will
experience fear. This, while natural, is in fact just the
hopes and dreams you had for a stable future leaving
your body. Let them go, it leaves much more room for
optimism about meals made from canned goods.
Standards will change but look forward to learning
new skills like hair cutting and detecting coughing in
relatives.
THREE: Take stock of the surroundings. You're gonna
be here a while. How long? Better not to ask questions
you haven’t prepared yourself for the answer to.
Obviously rationing will start but when? Are snacks
essential? Yes. The space you have is now your whole
world, so start looking into optimizing every inch
before the cabin fever inevitably sets in.
Entertainment will be a must, but how and where you
seek it will change you much like the mutagenic
effects of the outdoor air. Too much of a good thing
like Netflix will turn anyone into a Tiger King, while
more easily digested TikTok binges might lead to
speaking in memes. The foremost question on
everyone's mind will be how much toilet paper they
have on hand. If the answer isn’t satisfactory then we
enter into the next phase: the supply run.
FOUR: Before heading out the door we are faced with
a few problems, does the mask I picked work with my
outfit? Is it essential that I get everything on my
shopping list? Will anyone question a 10 am $100
dollar liquor purchase? If the answer to any of these
questions seems to stop you from stepping out the
door (or air tight passage tunnel to the surface),
reconsider. Staying put is possible perhaps a day
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longer. Maybe tomorrow the horrors will end and we can
all go back to normal.Probably not, but being an optimist
is probably all that you have left at this point.
FIVE: The store will hold only new horrors you haven’t
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Catholic Pacific
College news:

considered. Lines, aggressive shoppers and inevitably
shortages of your favorite brand of sardines. If you find
yourself confronted or followed because of the NBC suit
you’re wearing is clashing with your boots don’t be
afraid to hide out in the frozen food section. Nothing
will help bring up spirits back at the shelter like a frozen
pizza. It pairs well with a mid-day White Claw binge.
Checkout will be awkward as you try to be pleasant
while staring at your cashier through your mask, and you
yell have a nice day through the filter. But your reward
will come as the trip home with your hard-earned

"The Biblical Roots of the
Mass"
Join Father Lawrence on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3782904462
Tuesdays @ 7pm, until June 2nd

supplies will have you greeted like a hero by those who
rely on you for sustenance.
SIX: Hope will come in the form of companions and
hobbies. Maybe that long neglected house plant can be
named and over-watered. Perhaps you have a family who
isn’t put off by your slow mental deterioration and
obvious loss of a sense for the passage of time. Pets will
be key to stave off those feelings of loneliness as they
won’t judge and can’t leave. Parents are by far the worst
possible people to be quarantined with so at all costs
avoid this blunder. However, if you are trapped with
them for this period of time attempt to get them into
gardening or some kind of hobby in the garage .
SEVEN: Avoid the sun.
EIGHT: If you find yourself wondering at any point who
might be at fault for the current situation, stop. These
lingering thoughts will only draw you away from what
truly matters: ratting out neighbors to the local
authorities. So embrace your inner Stasi Snitch and reap
the benefits of silence from the other side of the fence
or wall. Nothing will make your stay inside better than a
careful log of the goings-on of your area - it beats bird
watching, believe me. Keep your spirits high by
remembering that at least if the world ends proper then
you won’t have to deal with awkward conversations with
those on whom you snitched. 9. Finally don’t trust
anyone and don’t go out.

Looking for Fall 2020 Editors
If you would like to be an editor for
Crossing the Tiber, please email
Kirsten McAllister with an example
of your writing at
CatholicPacificNews@gmail.com.
Catholic and non-Catholic writers
that love the Church and seek truth
are welcome.

Pro-Life Study Series
The Canadian Center of Bio-Ethical
Reform is offering a lecture series on
the Christian response to defending
life in the womb for the reduced rate
of 10$ per participant, in response to
the covid-19 epidemic. This fivesession series, facilitated by trained
pro-life activists over video call, is
designed to equip you with a scientific,
logical,
historical
and
Biblical
understanding of abortion.
For more information visit the
registration page on their website.

